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METHOD 

REQUEST FOR RECONSroERATION AFTER FINAL 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action dated October 14, 2003, Applicant contacted the 
Examiner and conducted a telephone interview on November 4, 2003. In the telephone 
interview. Applicant reasserted the argmnents set forth in the Amendment filed on June 19, 
2003 (Paper 13), with respect to the 35 U.S.C. § 103 rejection over Rose et al, (US 
5,757,917) in view of Gifford (US 5.724,424) and Melen et al. (US 5,956,391). The final 
rejection repeats that rejection and adds a fourth reference, US 5,168,446 to Wiseman. At the 
conclusion of the interview, the Examiner agreed that the art of record does not teach the 
limitations of Claims 1-56. This was the same determination made at the interview of 
January 27, 2003 (Paper 10). The Examiner also indicated that he would withdraw the final 
rejection, update the search and either allow the case or issue a new final rejection. Since 
then. Applicant has called the Examiner on November 19, 2003 and November 21, 2003. 
Finally, on December 9, 2003, the Examiner indicated that he would not be able to act on the 
case until after January 1, 2004. He recommended that Applicant file this response, which 
also acts as an interview sxmmiary. Applicant has never received an interview siunmary finom 
the Examiner. 

The U.S. Patrat & Trademark Office's delay in prosecuting the present application is 
detrimental to the interests of the Applicant, Thus, expeditious prosecution of this case is 
hereby requested. 
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It is respectfully requested that, if necessary to effect a timely response, this paper be 
considered as a Petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response and 
shortages in other fees be charged, or any overpayment in fees be credited, to the Account of 
Barnes & Thomburg, Deposit Account No. 02-1010 (663/35631). 



Respectfully submitted, 
BARNES & THORNBURG 
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